Rotary Young Carers adventure trip to Blackwell Park

They say a picture says a thousand words. This one shows 12 young carers from Coventry and
Warwickshire and 12 young carers from Worcestershire integrating on a recent trip to
Blackwell Park which would not have been possible without the sponsorship of Rotary Clubs
such as Royal Leamington Spa, North Worcestershire and Leamington 41 Club. They were
joined by youth workers David and Vicky, who have invaluable experience together with
Peighton and Dee who were there for the first time.

Archery is always popular, and the youngsters are with a full-time instructor at Blackwell

The trips booked on the 2019 programme were both in Brookes Village. 12th - 14th August
and 14th - 16th August. The first group included 20 Young Carers aged 8 - 11 from Solihull
Young Carers together with 5 Young Mentors from the Solihull Young Carer's organisation.
The second was for 12 young carers from Worcestershire YSS and 12 young carers from the
Coventry and Warwickshire Group, all aged between 12 to 15

The Karting races are fun and very competitive
One of the highlights of this year’s programme was the BBQ with a difference on Thursday
evening. The kids were taught to light the fire using flints instead of matches. An interesting
exercise taking them back to the stone age and away from phones, tablets and X-boxes.

A few showers on Wednesday
didn’t put the youngsters off and on
Thursday the sun came out. In fact,
it was a lovely warm day, so Brian
and I sat on the bench outside the
office soaking up the sunshine.
Unfortunately, the café was closed
but Sarah (from Blackwell) came to
our rescue and made us a lovely cup
of coffee.
One of the activities is grass sledging down a steep bank. The youngsters enjoyed the trip
down the slope, but the unfortunate part was they had to drag the sledge back up for the
next ones.
There was the usual Zip-wire. One of the lads asked if those were the Zip-wires pointing to
the four cables high in the air. No, I replied, those are electricity cables. He seemed rather
disappointed until he got to the Zip-wire and saw how high it was. Excitement restored!!
Besides other activities, the youngsters tackled rock
climbing. An indoor activity which was very fitting on
Wednesday during the rain and the picture left shows
them climbing to new heights up the pole before being
lowered to the ground on a rope.
On Friday, the morning session was completed in the
swimming pool, a few drops of rain but they would get
wet anyway.
Interesting to see 21 youngsters raring to go, lined up
at the side of the pool waiting for the whistle when
they all jumped in together. 21? Of yes, three of the
girls decided not to go in. Maybe they couldn’t swim or
just didn’t fancy it. They are never put under any
pressure to take part in an activity if they choose not
to.
In all, another very successful programme completed which brings the total of young carers
taken on this Rotary Young Carers programme to over 400 in the 10 years we have organised
it.
2 trips are booked for the 2020 programme both in Brookes Village. 10th - 12th August for
Young Carers from Solihull and on 12th - 14th August for young carers from Worcestershire,
Coventry and Warwickshire.
We hope that after Brian’s report at the business meeting next Tuesday, Royal Leamington
Spa will once again support this valuable programme as they have done for the past 10 years.

